
The mysterious date of Dada Lekhraj’s birth date 
 

There is a saying 'If you put a drop of poison to the pot of milk, all will become poison.' It seems 

that there is benefit in discussing all these facts, but the problem is to maintain balance; it is 

difficult for the human mind  to maintain the position of the detached observer that doesn't want to 

prove himself, but only shows the facts in the way they could speak for themselves. Sorry for 

generalization; hope that nobody will feel offended. First of all this is something that I am applying 

to myself. 

 

I have been doing some research for some time and I have found some documents in Hindi, 

produced by Brahma Kumaris (BK) which show that the point of view of the BK on many things, 

also on the date of birth of Lekhraj Kripalani  has been changing with the course of time. There are 

many discrepancies in what they are saying about Dada Lekhraj; we can observe that they are 

probably trying to build a "theory", but are unable to control all the sources. There must be a 

reason for this. 

 

In 1976 Brahma Kumaris passed through a "double difficult time". On one side they had to face the 

consequences of that physical destruction that didn't take place1 (public opinion, many members 

might have been disappointed etc.) On the other side a new chariot was revealed and created a 

lots of disturbances within BK2. AIVV explains that all the materials presenting the new knowledge, 

meaning the advanced knowledge revealed by Shiva through the new chariot were sent by the 

registered post to Mt Abu, to the headquarters of BKIVV. They must have been accepted by BKIVV, 

because there was no return. At that time the materials might have been stored in the literature 

department managed by Jagdish Bhai. Probably not many BKs if any at all at that time thought of 

what could happen in the near future and what could be the consequences of their behavior toward 

the one who was recognized in 1976 as the appointed chariot of Shiva. I haven't found any 

documents about what BK used to say about Lekhraj’s birth at that time, meaning 70-ties. 

However, the available published sources from 80-ties show something interesting. Probably 

Jagdish Bhai, before his death, was first to realized that there are strong facts revealed by AIVV 

against Lekhraj being the first and only medium of Shiva. Jagdish Bhai as the head of the literature 

department was probably informed about everything what was revealed by AIVV. He was also 

responsible for 'training' students of BKIVV in 'how to deal with the Shankar Party’, meaning AIVV.3 

The AIVV students who tried to explain to BK Prakashmani the key teachings narrated through the 

new chariot reported that she directed them to Jagdish.4 So, his position must have been strong. It 

seems that it might be Jagdish Bhai who started changing the date of Lekhraj’s birth in BK's 

publications, first of all in his own publications.5 And consequently as the head of the literature 

department in BKs he might have tried to control the other publications regarding this topic. In the 

Brief Biography of Brahma Baba he didn't placed any date of birth (or I am blind and can’t see it) 

which seems to be strange in the case of writing someone’s biography. It is also worthy of paying 

attention that in the same Brief Biography by Jagdish it was said on one of the first pages, ‘When 

Dada was about 55 or rather near sixties he became more and more devoted [...] suddenly he 

experienced visions of  four armed Vishnu…’ This expression ‘rather near sixties’ sounds as a 

strange addition, but of course I might be wrong. Then in Adi Dev republished in 1983  he writes  

the date of birth "1876". How does it come that in one publication he is not sure about his age and 

in the other one published at the same time (more or less) he mentions the date of birth with such 

clarity? Meantime, the Gyan Amrit Magazine from 1.02 1986 states, ’in 1936 when he [Dada 

                                                 
1 The students of BKIVV were expecting ‘the destruction of the world in 1976’ which was mentioned earlier in 
the teachings of the organization.  The students were expecting the physical destruction of the entire world. 
2 AIVV recordings and publications. Ek Adbhut Kahani published by AIVV. 
3 Ibidem. 
4 Ibidem. 
5 It is an assumption waiting for the confirmation, when the very first editions of  books on Brahma Baba by 
Jagdish are available. 



Lekhraj, Brahma Baba] was 50, he experienced many divine visions in which he saw.....’. This it 

turn proves that Lekhraj was born in 1886. A sort of an independent source (external to the 

BKIVV) ‘Struggles and sorrows; the personal testimony of a chief justice’ by Hardayal Hardy 

published w 1984 presents Dada Lekhraj as a man about 54 when he was in Hyderabad at the time 

the author was visiting him. The book mentions Lekhraj’s date of birth as the year 1884. This 

shows that Lekhraj was a man around 52 in 1936. The Autobiography of Nirmal Shanta Dadi, 

published or republished in 2007 states on page 42: 'When Dada was around 60 then came a 

sudden change in him....' The author refers to the period of experiencing visions in 1936. 

 

All this shows something. It looks that BKs are trying to erase old data and present Lekhraj in a 

new perspective, the perspective that can make him the first and only chariot of Shiva right from 

1936. To become this unconditionally, Dada Lekhraj needs to be 60 years old in 1936.  

 

Something similar regarding Lekhraj’s  date of birth can be observed in websites.6 The website that 

tend to be rather neutral like Wikipedia, refer to Hardayal Hardy and it may be interesting that it 

states also directly that ‘he was 85 years old at the time of death’.7 The same date of birth, 1884, 

was mentioned in Hunt, Stephen J. (2003). Alternative Religions: A Sociological Introduction. 

Ashgate Publishing, Ltd.. pp. 120. ISBN 0754634108. This source is referred to by few websites.  

The site http://indianspiritualgurus.blogspot.com/2009/10/dada-lekhraj-founder-of-prajapita.html 

mentioned two dates of birth: 1884 at the beginning and 1854 somewhere in the text (it looks like 

a mistake made by a slip of a finger). The BK sites at the present time (all the I have seen) present 

1876 as Lekhraj’s date of birth.  

 

The archival articles from The Daily Mirror and The Daily Mail of 1939 show Lekhraj as ’44 years old 

bhai’. One of the articles from The Daily Mail, July 5th 1939, states about Om Mandali ‘….Already 

property in Hyderabad has been confiscated from the founder, 44-years old Bhai Lekhraj, who has 

sworn to emulate Krishna the Hindu deity who had 16 000 women votaries. Lekhraj has now 

bought five buses. It is thought that he may be trying to develop the cult  by moving from place to 

place.’ The other archival articles also mention “44 years old Dada”. Well, these documents make 

Lekhraj be 41 years old in 1936! However, we can see what kind of information it is.  The short 

articles seem to be an attempt to raise emotions rather than a piece of information based on 

neutral facts. It is probable that the data haven’t been verified properly.  

 

Anyway, based on the gathered materials we deal with the person who in 1936 was between 41 

and 60 years old!  

 

All right, it may happen that an institution doesn't know the date of birth of the so-called founder. 

Documents get lost, wars, conflicts, calamities and so on and so on...human memory fails. It does 

happen; it is not a crime. However, the institution BKIVV haven't said in public ever 'we do 

not know exactly how old he was....' This institution claims various things in various 

places, without any reference and if it has been done on purpose, it is a crime committed 

on the human mind and a crime of deliberate misinformation. To make things more 

curious in 'Is This Justice?' by Om Radhe, the closest helper of Dada Lekhraj his age in 

1938 is given as 54, so his year of birth must have been 1884, he must have been 52 

years old in 1936. From this point of view he couldn’t be the founder of the school and 

the first medium of Shiva. 
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6 Since the websites keep changing, the above mentioned websites were copied at the time of researching them 
(October 2009) 
7 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dada_Lekhraj.  

 


